
      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 22nd April 2025 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance Pryke
LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

Borough Cllr.Paul Hesketh

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were ten members  of the public.
1631/25    To receive apologies
Cllr Taylor  Cllr Rear
1632/25   To consider and approve the minutes of the Meetings held on 
17th March 2025 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th March 2025 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.
1633/25        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1634/25     To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Richard Bradshaw and Matthew Smith introduced themselves as Parish Council candidates for Holmeswood elections in May 2025.
Public discussed excessive speeding on Holmeswood Road and Wiggins Lane.

Public discussed litter is becoming a nuisance on certain roads in Rufford and Holmeswood.

Dog fouling was also a problem with some motorists throwing bags of dog waste out of car windows onto the road. Could the Parish Council consider volunteers from local residents to address these issues.

Could the Parish Council contact Paul Connell LCC regarding litter signs.

Sue Taylor, public member stated the bench facing Hesketh Arms pub needs cleaning and painting.

The council noted the information.
1635/25To consider planning applications as below:

2025/0296/FUL Garden Cottage, 29, Church Road, Rufford

Garage conversion.
It was resolved the council supported this application.
Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2024/0707/FUL 47 Sandy Lane Holmeswood

Demolition of exiting agricultural building and erection of new residential dwelling.

2025/002/FUL  15 The Paddock, Rufford

Erection of single storey rear extension following demolition of existing conservatory and installation of bifold doors to rear elevation.

2024/1023/FUL  Woodbine Cottage Sandy Lane Holmeswood

Rear balcony and alterations to the roof to accommodate doors and windows.

2024/1082/LBC  Hesketh Arms, 81, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Remodelling of the ground floor and external decorating.

2025/0048/FUL  66 Liverpool Road, Rufford

Replacing front window frames with new painted timber and restoring and encapsulating original stained glass . This will be five windows – two upstairs and three downstairs on the front elevation of the property.

2025/0087/LDP  Hillcrest Chapel Lane Rufford

Certificate of lawfulness – rear dormer and hip to gable roof extension..
Planning decisions refused.
2024/0803/FUL Moss End Farm, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Erection of storage building.
2025/0118/PNC  Agricultural buildings, East of Chapel Lane Rufford

Change of use from agricultural buildings to five residential dwellings including building operations.
Prior approval planning

2025/0034/PNH  Woodlands, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood  Prior approval not required

Extension beyond the rear wall of original dwellinghouse by 5.33m. Maximum height of the extension 4.00m Height of eaves of the extension 2.49m

2025/0041/PNH Woodlands, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood Prior approval not required

Extension beyond the side wall of original dwellinghouse by 3.68m. Maximum height of the extension 3.68m Height of eaves of the extension 2.40m

2025/0086/PNH  Hillcrest, Chapel Lane, Rufford Prior approval not required.

Extension beyond original dwelling house by 8.00m. Height extension 4.00m. Height of eaves extension 3.00m

1636/25 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022829   K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                      £753.54

022830   P Brookfield  park maintenance                                                 £260.67

022831   KC Computers ink                                                                      £50.26

022832  KC Computers ink                                                                       £36.00

022833   KC Computers ink                                                                      £44.39

DDM        Easywebsites April mthly payment                                        £36.96

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1637/25 Set up social media platform and associated social media officer to manage the platform.

It was resolved by the council to nominate Cllr Newsham as the Parish Council social media officer.

To implement social media Code of Conduct and Code of Practice.
It was resolved by the council to implement the social media Code of Conduct and Code of Practice.

1638/25 To implement Complaints Policy and Vexations Complaints Policy.
It was resolved by the council to implement the complaints policy and vexatious complaints policy.
1639/25 Flood Risk
NONE  
1640/25    Highways
West   -  Holmeswood Road 

Cllr Pryke informed the public to keep emailing speeding concerns on Holmeswood Road to Lancashire Road Safety Partnership . The link is on Rufford & Holmeswood Parish Council website and Facebook page.
The council noted the information.

Clerk to inform council on information from Greenbelt.

Clerk informed Greenbelt regarding overhanging branches on Flash Lane facing the Primary School.

David Condon Greenbelt, replied the overhanging branches will be looked into.

Also header stones on the stone wall (Holmeswood Road B5246) have been removed which is on their property boundary.

Regional operations manager for Greenbelt stated replacing these header stones is expensive and they are exploring alternatives.
It was resolved by the council to consider a site meeting with Greenbelt.
East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
Awaiting any information from Cllr. Taylor.
1641/25 Public footpaths
Cllr Newsham stated he had informed LCC PROW regarding replacing footpath No 22 missing sign.

The council noted the information.

1642/25  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
NONE
1643/25  Recreation grounds

Clerk to inform council on tree survey/pruning work required on trees.
Clerk had contacted ex WLBC tree officer who agreed to do a full tree survey on Rufford Park and Scout Field.

Also asked for quotes to cut back overhanging branches on turkey oaks. All trees on Rufford Park and Scout Field are in a strict conservation order and tree TPOs and need permission to have work carried out on them.

Council noted the information and for the clerk to keep them updated.
1644/25 Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE

1645/25 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

1646/25 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
Clerk to update the council regarding bus shelters and new boat Rufford Park.

Clerk informed the council he had contacted LCC and with the contractor Yates Playgrounds, and sorted out three sites for bus shelter installations:  Holmeswood Road Holmeswood, Cousins Lane and outside the Hesketh Arms pub, Holmeswood Road. The contractor was now sorting out with LCC the permits for the sites.

The contractor stated he was awaiting a few parts for the children’s boat.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to keep them informed.

The council noted the information.
1647/25   To note police information

New PCSO Roy Aldwin MBE.
PCSO Roy Aldwin MBE introduced himself as the area PCSO. 

He discussed issues:cold calling, trading standards (what was civil matter and police matter), home survey on security for vulnerable people, neighbourhood policing and handed out window stickers to deter cold callers. His contact can be found on the council website.

The council thanked Roy for his useful information.
Cllr Pryke and Clerk K Newsham attended police drop-in session on Friday 11th April 10.30am Burscough Town Council office.

Cllr Pryke stated the clerk and himself discussed speeding issues in Rufford and Holmeswood.
1648/25      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council being the Parish Annual Meeting is scheduled for 19th May 2025.
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 19th May 2025
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  8.50 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date
Amendment 1634/25 Public discussion

Carole Bamber brought attention to the Freedom of Information Act Model Publication Scheme for the council to review.


